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Successfully Mounts the World Premiere of
THE CURSE OF OEDIPUS
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The Curse of Oedipus/by Kenneth Cavander/directed by

Casey Stangl/Antaeus Theater/thru August 10, 2014 0000000000000000
Sophocles's classic Oedipus trilogy has been successfully re- K;m
envisioned, incorporating various versions from other ancient é\ “:w
Greek poets while updating the language. Original themes ,,_!E;)
(lust for power, right and wrong, the priorities of love over

loyalties) need no updating to the current times. Playwright >
Kenneth Cavander's found the ideal collaborator in The
Antaeus Company for finessing his original two night's worth DOW n lO‘ ad a
of performances into its current smartly-written, easily
ooy wwarnres | COMPrehensible, two-and-a-half hour narrative. fre e
Casey Stangl deftly directs her large fittingly-cast group of 22 talented performers staging them off and on the
mosaic-tiled central square stage; whether in united protest, war rally, or mass mourning as parents or friends of a U d | O b Ook
sacrificial infants. The crowd scenes and the more intimate ones move at an efficient, quick pace. The one-hour-plus
first act flew by. tO d a
The god Apollo (well played by Barry Creyton with a delicious Patrick Stewart-ish devilishness) and semi-god y
Dionysus (Stoney Westmoreland having so much fun with the hedonistic human half of his character) hold court over 150,000+ audiobooks
the proceedings perched on their balcony as if watching from the heavens. They, nattily riffing off each other, provide
a funny and informative commentary as they both predict events before they occur and justify them afterwards.
Evening begins-with mellow conga drums played
enticingly by Genc Monteiro. Turns out Monteiro's
more integral to th  lay than mere background The
music. Monteiro's subtle command of a range of

Goibrivets
percussion instruments bookmark and emphasize 0
the defining moments of the actions (i.e., mob
attack, impending arrivals, death scenes, the

destructive earthquakes).

After Apollo's and Dionysus' intro, the story
launches into the choosing of the four Thebian
infants to be sacrificed to the powerful, riddle-
asking Sphinx. Only with the correct answer to -
. Res Vialor T ummm—— the Sphinx' riddle will the sacrifices be halted. \f;:;/, aUdlbIe
Phato by Maia Resenfeld - King Laius' advisor Creon picks the four names an amazon company
with, unfortunately, the fourth name his own son

Haimon. In desperation, Creon offers up as a reward, his own sister Jocasta, to the solver of the riddle. A stranger
named Oedipus enters Thebes, solves the Sphinx' riddle, and thereby, saves the four babies and future babies from
being sacrificed. Coincidentally, King Laius has just been killed returning to Thebes. So, in need of a new king, Creon

BROWSE ALL SHOWS

crowns Oedipus much to the delight of the grateful Thebians. Oh, and as mentioned before, the solver of the riddle HEATHERS
gets the just-widowed queen Jocasta's hand. And, yes, the widowed queen is the same Jocasta, Creon's sister. CABARET
KINKY BOOTS

After years of prosperity, a plague befalls Thebes' crops and newborns. Teiresias, a revered blind soothsayer (a solid
Bernard K. Addison), foresees the cure as ridding of the poison still evident in Thebes. As fate would have it, the
poison is King Oedipus himself. Seems that unbeknownst to Oedipus, he has fulfilled the gods' prophesies that the
son of Laius would kill his father and then sleep with his own mother.

THURS. MATINEES
LES MIS

http://www .broadwayworld.com/los-angeles/article/BW W -Reviews-The- Antacus-Company-Successfully-Mounts-the - W orld-Premiere-of-THE-CURSE-OF-OED... 1/4


http://www.broadwayworld.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/newlogin.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/register.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/los-angeles/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BbY-LTsWwU5O6K4qkkwTz94GAAgAAAAAQASAAOABQhZy7zAdYjpmfGmDJ3uiGyKOQGYIBCWNhLWdvb2dsZbIBEnBkMC1pbXAucmV2c2NpLm5ldMgBCagDAeAEAqAGH-AG1qPFAQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1CIXygWlr202YLYhxOHDZQ0NmBIg&client=&adurl=http://pd0-cl.revsci.net/rtbads/click/GOOGLE/tb6G1men_w3UCz0Anq_lq-27HsQ/bd005fa6-c217-4751-a130-4bc7d9d9cce7-1404093773394/http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3Dl%26ai%3DC9JC4TcWwU8yzFIyIlASiooDYAdOQ-9QDs-2HyKkBwI23ARABIABQgMfhxARgyd7ohsijkBmCARdjYS1wdWItNTQ2MDM0ODE1MjY2MTE0NaAB--Dc6wPIAQngAgCoAwGYBACqBJwCT9DWdMOxwIA3xkeRxQcwf6ULYCJr67ZGsxjcftkGxdf5x2AIbpJuEg1_4w73loCU4nQjHU166R9Eo-d4Q28DoaawJaWS-k9dB1QBVxfJ3r_op16yVR1F4SWusLTbfChWFDrqeaqRl7RIGkMGraVhX-4nlPJMBTE8QnvDpnvw0ewOW2dZBMhoea8VNa6Lw3B89OCS-Jaq0J2NcvZpwRgDxcm-3AGTYKlJHB2MscmesG1UUiAC6gz_yCcPG-uxo0n_umaUSxf1mWaw4eXU1s9sMdhmq9BbJuYBSSeiu1x8KaNSR4SrNdIOASGaVIjCFt368V7GbVr4gbQsNcmJ5VqlRnkh5v7MixBcOhxWC0e51ucRPM7CZC8KrLbXUqTgBAGABue4_IWhxvTCN6AGIQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_1eiTchxLmdPhbSny6okFQzLvKMKQ%26client%3Dca-pub-5460348152661145%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.aligngi.com/buy-align%253Futm_source%253Daudiencescience%2526utm_medium%253Dimedia%2526utm_content%253Dflash%2526utm_campaign%253Dalignhawkeye-h
javascript:printArticle();
http://www.broadwayworld.com/emailcolumn.php?id=779291&seo_friendly=BWW-Reviews-The-Antaeus-Company-Successfully-Mounts-the-World-Premiere-of-THE-CURSE-OF-OEDIPUS-20140624
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Flos-angeles%2Farticle%2FBWW-Reviews-The-Antaeus-Company-Successfully-Mounts-the-World-Premiere-of-THE-CURSE-OF-OEDIPUS-20140624&text=BWW%20Reviews%3A%20The%20Antaeus%20Company%20Successfully%20Mounts%20the%20World%20Premiere%20of%20THE%20CURSE%20OF%20OEDIPUS%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Flos-angeles%2Farticle%2FBWW-Reviews-The-Antaeus-Company-Successfully-Mounts-the-World-Premiere-of-THE-CURSE-OF-OEDIPUS-20140624%23.U7DFUfQwzEI.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Flos-angeles%2Farticle%2FBWW-Reviews-The-Antaeus-Company-Successfully-Mounts-the-World-Premiere-of-THE-CURSE-OF-OEDIPUS-20140624
http://www.broadwayworld.com/author/Gil-Kaan
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Kenneth-Cavander/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Casey-Stangl/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Kenneth-Cavander/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Casey-Stangl/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Barry-Creyton/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Patrick-Stewart/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Bernard-K.-Addison/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=shows
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmFobTsWwU5XYN--rlALTp4HgCJHM3cIF2Yib360BwI23ARABIPzkiBtQ_7j5of7_____AWDJ3uiGyKOQGaABt_nP4APIAQKoAwHIA8EEqgT9AU_QImfE7i5FftJlfnhNFTFzwtQITiT25Mz7Wa5bCteW4ujk4pJV-H2OT7SU75D9jMWt-033f3Nr1q9vFq9IgKWnCVTXxPsdJdK1MwtxVyTxmb1MPBmyjDTZ2VNF44R0JClySC0CTphj6LAlYg5DA3RAlG3eldNLcTFG0bFnX8JJIpGy7Dk_z9aGLPanYbv2RkWxdZN38KjhxpoHBNKamMRnqQsP0WaibGe4HiIqtOdMm-x1Sl9MH7JOHMynEpy_OxFpnF4OZJZqgsBEr3NKzIf6eaCgR88ShQivDvtYobIpAlF52vRIxKhvkmqXEzn2qOAjjvCjJmfH_u3e7qSIBgGgBgKAB-yURw&num=1&cid=5GjlEyCnSDR-cS4lBJhJNXeR&sig=AOD64_0ne3NM26psj2GOXTGo2hq-SoPtJg&client=ca-pub-5460348152661145&adurl=http://www.audible.com/t1/30trial_at%3Fsource_code%3DGO1GB9050WS020413%26mkwid%3DcqJXbWVoU_dc%26pcrid%3D46687913169%26pmt%3D%26pkw%3Daudio%2520books
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CHZeoTsWwU5iYDIWYkwS7sYHQDMzEiIQFAAAQASD85IgbUOq9roP4_____wFgyd7ohsijkBnIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgT2AU_Q_HvYAXs-0VDAsBHWEkPG4Rzp4UCGdUOFvouUjMFO_-fMX9a6r6XXfrhygeMINU47w0kGsRvmN5roZEttKhQYoONwREcQNLkhGaEabhZLDR2EZ8bmQ5agFivUWa6iBFlqR_2LziGL__125Czy6Z5C_GN8z5RdybieE-9qI_tOGivIO2-dpYamdNzKq_uQEASMtwQTWmj-q2N8WeFkKBCeoYj0Iv6RcPVcIb54gp_ErLFwKmbBL38PCEdc00nXtQiYUGSh3JiqrnhPO6egSxdkrxhnb2HtIeH9PPSpS5NmD3amNb9QjIKOoT_YyAGPnJFkxXhCnOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_2fScE1wxkERQJ3iA-PyD4GBwm8qg&client=ca-pub-5460348152661145&adurl=http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs%3Fcn%3Dtf%26c%3D20%26mc%3Dclick%26pli%3D8804481%26PluID%3D0%26ord%3D%5Btimestamp%5D
http://www.broadwayworld.com/submissionsonly.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/submissionsonly.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?app_id=139648586265&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Flos-angeles%2Farticle%2FBWW-Reviews-The-Antaeus-Company-Successfully-Mounts-the-World-Premiere-of-THE-CURSE-OF-OEDIPUS-20140624&display=popup
http://www.broadwayworld.com/tvmainnew.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Miranda-and-Olivo-Warm-Up-to-RENT-Again-But-This-Time-Leslie-Odom-Jr-Joins-In-20140628
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm

6/29/2014

Chad Borden and Kwana Marlinez

Photo by Maia Rosenfaid

stage, especially in her final "Curse You" speech.

Tony Amendola excels as Creon, the wise
confidante turned power-hungry tyrant.
Amendola's Creon possesses all the requisite
gravitas and in-the-shadows humility required of a
king's right hand man.

Terrell Tilford commands the stage, as he should,
as the bold and conquering Oedipus. Bravo to
Tilford's eventual transformation into a pitiful blind
beggar as he's exiled in the countryside.

As Jocasta, the wife/mother of Oedipus, Eve
Gordon quite believably manipulates her
statesman brother and seduces the new hunky
stranger (pre-maternal relation knowledge).
Gordon makes the very most of her moments on

Chad Borden masterfully underplays the character named Manservant, Laius' "favorite" assistant. Borden's
Manservant knows his place in Thebes' pecking order. But his perceived lower-class status and lack of knowledge

prove vital to more than one character of this play.

Now grown-up, Oedipus and Jocasta's four children and Creon's son make a second act appearance. Each actor as
the respective siblings individually make their mark. As the fatally feuding brothers, J.B. Waterman nails the
wronged, trusting Polyneices with Douglas Dickerman's perfectly pathetic as the power-hungry Eteocles. As the royal
daughters, Lindsay LaVanchy grows a spine for her Ismene while Kwana Martinez stands up nobly as Antigone,
who's, by the way, inconveniently in love with Creon's son Haimon (a sturdy Adam J. Smith).

The Corinth cast

Freato by Mala Rosendald

Jonathon Lamer makes an impression in his
smaller role as Theseus, the fair-minded king of
Athens.

The versatile chorus (more than capably doing
double, sometimes triple, duty as various
herdsmen, soldiers, farmwives) include Ned
Schmidtke, John Achorn, Rafael Goldstein, Chris
Clowers, Reba Waters Thomas, Susan Boyd
Joyce, Desireé Mee Jung, and Keri Safran.

Applause to all tech elements that certainly live
up to Antaeus Theater reputable standards.
Francois-Pierre Couture designed the effective
lighting and the minimalist set (with stretchy white
cords hung throughout, acting as jail bars,

cobwebs, and earthquake rumblings). Kudos to the totality of the earthquake effects of Couture's lighting and the

loosened cords, complemented by Monteiro's sounds. Very nice!

E. B. Brooks' use of the timeless linen costumes and 'hip' suits for the regal men give a modernizing feel to this fable

tragedy.

Temell Tiford

Phota by Maia Rosenfeld

As in Antaeus Company practice, this play has been double cast. The cast being critiqued--"Corinth" cast rotates
with the "Thebes," and with everyone mixing it up, as the cast called "Athens."

The Curse of Oedipus began as a two-nighter and has been edited down to its current two-and-a-half hours. Another
half-hour shorter would make for a more streamlined show, but with so many good and/or important bits, what could
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