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Apolio Dukakis, left, Medinda Peterson, Jeanie Hackett, Daniel Bess and
Bill Brochtrup star in Sinan Unel's compiex Turkish tale “Pera Palas.

By JOEL HIRSCHHORN

complex,  multicharacter,

multiplot camvas like “Pern

Palas™ requires confident,
cobesive  direction, and the
Theatera Boston Court version
of Sinan Und's 1999 Off Broad-
way drama comes sweepingly to
life umder Michael Michetti’s
dynamic directorial hand. In
this first co-production between
Beston Court amd the Antacus
Company, Michetti guides 10
uctars playing 27 roles, neaes
storbes from different thme periods
(191824, 1952.53 and 1994),
often simultancomly, and main-
taims complete clarity and focus.

English joarmalist Evelyn Cram
ley (Jeanse Hackett) appeans as a
spokeswonan for women's nghts,
bethnending Melek (Rebecea Mozo),
2 besiful |5-year-old Tarkash girl
who rejects worldly idexs and
cheerfally embences the prospect of
an arranged mamage

Wien Evelyn accepes Malkek's
iviration 30 live in her home and
expericace life i a harem, the con-
trast between her modern Britsh
views and Mekk's bubblingly mdi-
2 nanvele s singuing. especially
after ot becomes choar that Evelyn’

iy peo-

we
mote more problenss than if solves,

A key conflict set m the "X
involves gay men Murat (Danicl
Bessh, who fled Turkey years car
ler after his father denounced ham
for homosexuality, and Brian (Ball
Brochtrup). a moee lighthcarmed per-
sonality. He tries to mstigate Mural's
reconciliation with bus agang parcats
while suffering “Turkish tumoy™
from unfamiliar food such as intes-
nes 3] “ram s o

Kathy (Angela Gocthals) ¢om-
pletes the main ploe scheme as a
1980 Amencan woman infatumcd
with charmung. seemingly progress
sive Orhan (Ramon De Ocampo)
Although ber plans 10 nsarry hun
arc opposed by her skeptical sister,
A (Debomah Puette ), she plunges
ahead later dascoverng her Prince
Charming 15 a violent alcoholic

Certain characters and situa-
tons novitably make a stronger
impeession than others, and theres
occasional frastration when com-
pelling scenes are clipped short to
accommodate other, less gripping
confrontanons. This is parmicalarly
troe tomand the end, when the pro-
doction soeks o resolve its issues
and dashes theough moments that
deserve more attention

Fortunately, superlative postray-
als keep imerest from Nagging
Melinda Peterson is magnificent s
the older, 1990s Kathy, still marned
10 angry, abusive Ovhan asd sur-
prisingly, revealed as  Murut's
mother. Peterson shows all the pain

Waning mierlerence s

of a wife who has kearned to ive
with her compromises, struggling
o keep the pesce when Murat
brings Beian o dinner and prods his
father into admuttang he stall hare

bors hostilsty about his son’s
choices. This scene has an explo
sive, Arthur Miller dnve, and

Apollo Dukakis tcars the stage
apan as a man fighting o heal old
wounds yet still mextncably @
ghed in his bitterness

Hackett's range 15 stnkingly dis-
played im her two contrasting roles
as the soberly coecerned Evelyn
and Murat’s edgy sisser Sema. A
measwre of Hackett's achacvement
s her abality 1o be cerebenl i her
British part yet cuttingly harsh as a
woman who sdentifices with her
beothers need for his own seasal
lifestyle because she, too, has a
secret Jong withheld from  her
mother and futher

Brochtrap brings magnetism
and welcome, effervescent humor
to & part that could ase more def-
mitioa, and he's souchmgly tor-
tured 2s Cavil a young man shat-
ered by his mother’s beartbreak
when her husband cases her asade
foe another wife

Bess, the only actor handling
ome role, is a powerful Murast, m-
tensely belicvable in his desire for
the paternal approval be can sever
truly gain

Same al the best portrayals are
m smaller parts. Mikadd Salazar s
remakable as Joe, a Turk-hating
Midwestern hick who koves baseball
and hot dogs, and impressavely dig
mified as Ah Reza, a potentase with
many wives who is destroyed by cul
tarnl change. Salazar als0 exocls as &
condescending embassy rep

Tomn Huderwitz’s superty set en-
Bances the epic focling of the piece
filking the stuge with hotel room
fush palace and small apantment
Buderwitz’s detal Turkish ule
liniog walls and sseps, silhowetted
skyline of the mmarots and domws
of Turkey on the upper balcony,
buge pictures of Turkish rovalty
and the founder of modern Turkey
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in
masterful. Adam H. Groene's lighe-
mg and vy Y, Chou’s costumes add
authenticity 10 2 show that progects
dimension and grandeur whale pee-
servang A sense of subtle emotional
mtimacy throughout




