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Pre-9/11 play helps explain post-9/11 world

Transformation and
dislocation are powerful
themes in Sinan Unel’s
sweeping ‘Pera Palas.’

By PHILIF BRANDES
Apecdad 10 The Fimen

In the last hundred years
Turkey has triveled farther
along the convulsive path from o
statie, autocratic anclent sockety
10 & modem republic thun any
other country in the Islamic
world. The heavy price of truns.
farmation Its people paid — snd
the ongoing clash of ehvilizations
that keanves their fiture precart
ously In doubt — are eloquently
Buminated in Sinan Unels *Pera
Pajas™ af Pasadena's Boston
Court Theatre

From our Initial bmmersion
Into the visual opulence of the 1s
tanbul hotel environs of the
play's title, Michael Michettis

aging imp Ly
the resident Theatre o Boston
Couirt’s first-rate venue and pro-
duction vilues with the Antacus
Company’s signature classical
performance precision

First proguced In 1967, Unel's
sweeplng multigenemtional
drama IS an atypically modemn
project for Antaees, but ts his-
torical roots run deep. More m-
portant, the play proves remark-
ably prescient in identifying the
cultural, refigious and pol

Jowkw Avicriia

DOUBLE CAST: Jeanie Hackelt and Bill Brooktrup are T
It actors playing 27 roles at Pasadena’s Boston Court Thealre

charsmatie Turk (Ogie Zalueta,
Ramon de Ocampo) 45 the dear-
Iy  bought  democracy  joins
NATO in o spirit of cautious
hope for rupprochement with
the West

In the 1990s, when 4 Turkish

‘Pera Palas’

Where: Boston Court Main Stage, 70
N. Mentor Ave , Pasadena

Wherc B oo Thursdiays throug!
Saturdays. 2 and 7 pom. Susclayy

Ends: Aug 8
Price: $30

Contact: (6.26) GAI-GHMY or
www bostoncourt. ofg

Running time: 2 hours, 40 mrootes

grous ndamentalism, Common
characters Jink the three scenes,
played by different actors at di-
ferent stages of Bfe, and the Naws
that divide them remain tragh
cnlly resistant to progress.

red Is far too tadented a plny
wright 1o settle for o mere history
lesson. Rather than presenting!
the stores in chronological or-
der. he overlays them in alter
nating sequences within each
act In addition to showeasing

expatnate photographer (Sea
mus Deaver, Daniel Bess) brings
s lover (Duniel Blinkof, Bl
Brochtrup) to meet his es
tranged famdly, optimism has
given wiy to disillusionment and
the dangerous resurgence of reli-

s and the per
formers” versatility (not 1o men-
ton driving the audience cruy
trying 10 Keep the characters
und thelr relationships straight,
this dizzylng narrative decon:
struction evokes the dislocation
of an entire people « a powertul
interpenetration of form and
theme,

Issues that beget the lack of
understanding and mistrust in
our post-&11 world

This  monumental double-
cast production features 10 ac-
toes in 27 roles representing vari-
ous nationalities — and, in some
CA%es, cross-gender casting — in
three interfocking and overlup-
ping dramas spanning phvota)
periods during the 20th century
In one, set wmid the collapse of
the Ottornan Empire in the after-
math of World War L a well-in
tentioned crusading  English
feminist (Gigt Bermingham, Jea
nie Hockett) undermines the
centuries-old  subjugation of
wormnen In a traditional house-
nold only to leave chaos in its
wuke

A 19505 story Nne traces a
cross-cultural romance between
an Amerscan teacher (Tamara
Hrinsky, Angeln Goethals) and &



