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By JOEL HIRSCHHORN

hat we could use around

here is a good war” declares

a serpeant (Josh Clark) in
the Antaeus adaptation of Bertoht
Brecht's 1939 antinar  classic.
“Peace is one big waste of equip-
ment” With these saccinet re-
marks, Brecht announces his in-
tention to analvse und condenn
war through irony, bitter comedy
and dark drama. Brecht's struc-
ture remains unwieldy and didac-
tic, with political attitudes foated
out like balloons, but Andrew J,
Robinson’s sympathetic and in-
tense direction creates many tragic
and memorable moments.

Framed by a 65-seat ware-
house, the production feels popu-
Lured and closed in #t the same time

a tnbute o Robinson’s imncate
blocking. His depiction of the Thir-
tv Years™ War that transpired in
1 7th century Sweden, Germany and
Barvana is authentie, matched by the
reality of Michele K. Shoet’s appro-
pesately shabby costumes.

Mother Courage (Anne Gee
Byrd) s a maddeningly complex
character: The more we attempt to
define her, the more ¢lusive she
becomes. A woman who dislikes
peace because it's bad for business,
vet hates war because it may de-

Anne Gee Byrd, who co-stars with Harry Groener, plays the title role
in “Mother Courage,” an adaptation of the Bertolt Brecht classic.

strov her children, she must temiper
her ngad defiance with vulnerabil-
sty and charm. Byrd's interpretation
1s short on the necessary shadings,
bat she forcetully projects the char-
acter’s toughness and monomania-
cal determmation to sell her goods
and haggle for the highest pesce
Her Edit (Matthew

Jaeger) and Swiss Cheese { Tim Ven-

WO sons
able), and speechampaired daughter
Kannn (Katy Tyszkiewicz) present
differem probdems: Eslif is astrocted
to battle and rehishes murdenng

peasants for food a tendency tha
works in wartime and seals his doom
dunng a bret penod of peace. Swiss
Cheese displavs the opposste side of
hamsanty as o pasiasion, protecting
the regimensal cash box and dying
for his mtegnty. Kattnn stands up
soldiers, pounding a drum o wam
peasants of impendin

sacnficmg herse the process

3 r gives Eilila blindd, posgnan
capermess. His character eepresents
one of Brecht's mast pamfully reso-

nant pomts: Gosernment-sancloned
i @ mon-

Killing 1s o virtug i war,

strous crume the manuse the ighting

stops, & requarement that tears aparn
the souls of saldiers who must adjest
to both demands. Jacgers ponrayal
overcomes the fact that Eibf s more
svinbol than person. while Venable's
gemle Swiss Cheese
with soft ¢loquence 1

though acted
Brecht
u

demonstrating the risks of taking
4

moeal st

The role of Katnn
trap. both in playwntng and st
Tvszksowicz can't speak bevord bvs-
tercal, guttural noises, but ber eves
sty evenvihang

avouds thas

frustration at being
unloaed terror that she may never
marry and have children. Robinson
arranges the performess so that we al-
wirys hane a poserful awareness of
Kattnn, physicallv and mentally, anxd
her heroie bebanior at the climax em-
phasizes how shallow and self-con-
stamxd ber mother is by contrast

Thas version makes a strong vis
ooral impression theoagh ergrossing
ichivachsid sequences. Its weakness
that Maother Courage and her children
don't, at the deepest core, seem W be
a true famuly. We're supposad 1o be-
ligve the mother figure loves her off-
spring a shocking

However, aller
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scene i which she refuses 0 pay
enough money 10 sive Swiss Cheese s

Iife, bebel

dissipanes. 11 Byrd had projected ot

n her nuternal desotion
toembess despasr and agomy more con-

vincingly, it would have made s
sympathize with her. but the moment
1s 100 unsderstated and subthe

Jobin Apeeella excels as the chap-
Mother

ingzham con

wWanis
ise
mnbutes a colorful portrust of a calku-
lanng pros
Fhe stamdout 1s Harry Groener as

lain who ITALTY

Cournge, and C

combination cook and ladees™ man

Groener adds a mood ol mischs
and sow to the surrounding starkness
Most of the r cast members

sing the mrerpolated. cleserdy cvm-

cal songs adequately. compensating

with thespaan skill for anv vocal

shortcomings. Groener’s vosce b
tifully blends attitade wath vocal tal
ent, and the climactic collision

when he
run an ma he has mhented on thw

» Nartinn behind

mtes Mother Courage 10

il .
condition she

1s superbly §
The final moment, as Mother
Courage, having lost everything
drags her wagon across the stage

i savs, "1 must ge1 back to bust-

ness.” 1s staged with eene effective-
ness, remforemg Breeht's reminder
that the nead 10 survive ultimately
outstnps every other consaderation



